Forton Parish Council							2026 – 2027
Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held at
Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on Monday 7th September 2026 at 7pm
	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Wesley Wilson, Sue Tresilian, Neil Wigglesworth, Andrew Redmayne, Lesley Dodgson, June Farebrother, Borough Cllr Charlotte Walker, PCSO Denise Creighton, PCSO Hannah Yates, Edwina Parry and Rob Ward (Garstang Town Council)
	

Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
	
Note

	
	

	2173. Apologies for Absence: 
County Cllr Matthew Salter
	
Note

	
	

	2174. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	2175. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th July 2026 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	2176. Public Participation
There was one member of the public present.

Borough Cllr Walker provided an update on today’s announcement regarding the local government reorganisation as follows:-
The Government has today announced a review of its local government reorganisation programme to make sure the process is robust, legally sound and aligned with its priorities.
As part of this review, the reorganisation proposals affecting all 15 existing councils, including Wyre will be paused while further work is carried out. The Government has also confirmed that local elections in May 2027 will go ahead on existing council boundaries.

PCSO Creighton confirmed there were no logs of importance to report.  Concerns were raised from a Councillor regarding the anti-social parking of a large hymer motorhome parked outside the empty cottage adjoining the Methodist Chapel on Hollins Lane over the last seven weeks, PCSO Creighton confirmed she would review how the vehicle is parked.
The mobile police station discussed at our June meeting is expected to commence this month and will be advertised on social media.
	




Note



Note





Note


Note

	
	

	2177.  Parish Maintenance Service Support – Edwina Parry & Rob Ward – Garstang Town Council
A presentation was given by Edwina Parry (Town Clerk) and Rob Ward (Lengthsman) from Garstang Town Council, which provided the meeting with an overview of the Parish Maintenance Service which has been developed and provides a scheme to share resource and skills to the neighbouring parishes. Councillors to consider their interest in this scheme and discuss at the next meeting.
	


Councillors

	
	

	2178.  Planning
Application Number: 26/00595/PIP
Proposal: Stage 1 permission in principle for the erection of up to seven residential dwellings.
Location: Bloomfield Garage, Cockerham Road, Forton
Resolved: Clerk to advise planners the Parish Council object to this application
	



Clerk

	
	

	2179. New Community Hall Update / Completion of Deed of Covenant with Wyre Council to enable transfer of S106 money from Wyre Council to Forton Parish Council
Cllr Young confirmed the first tranche of S106 Agreement Funds from Persimmon Homes are now being held at Wyre Borough Council, in order to release these funds a deed of covenant has been drawn up by solicitors and were signed by the Chair and Clerk.

The Clerk confirmed she had reviewed savings account options to deposit these funds as follows:-

	Provider
	Max account balance
	Interest Rate

	Hampshire Trust Bank
	Accepts up to £750k
	3.91%

	Unity Trust Bank
	None
	1.95%

	Hinckley & Rugby
	Accepts up to £500k
	1.65%

	Cambridge Building Society
	Accepts up to £2m
	1.55%



Mason Gillibrand has completed a reserved matters application and approval was given to pay the fee of £2,531.00 in order for the application to be submitted to Wyre Borough Council.
	




Note



	
	

	2180. Finance
The following payments for July and August were checked and agreed: -

· Easy Website (July) - £64.68
· Mason Gillibrand - £1,089.00
· RG Parkins - £4,078.80
· Cllr Huddart expenses- £16.10
· BC Maintenance - £50.00
· Green Barnes – new noticeboard - £2,159.94
· Miller Goodall noise assessment - £3,426.00
· Clerks Wages (July) - £425.10
· Clerks expenses - £45.80
· Zurich Insurance - £521.24
· Cartridge People – replacement ink - £28.47
· Easy Website (August) - £64.68
· Baytech – Clerks laptop - £960.00
· Clerks Wages (August) - £425.10
· Clerks expenses - £26.00

Approval was granted for the following payment:-

· Wyre Borough Council – Reserved Matters Planning Application - £2,531.00
· Cllr Young Expenses – Mileage and printer ink - £36.95

Reconciliation of Bank Balances as of 28th August 2026

NatWest current account	£67,138.06
Bonus Saver account	£10,906.25
Total Resources		£78,044.31

A schedule of total expenditure for the New Community Hall was circulated; total spend was £31,011.36  (nett) as of 28th August 2026 
	








Note







	
	

	2181.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors
Parish Maintenance
· Signage for White Carr Lane & Stony Lane – Cllr Dodgson to send the Clerk further information so a report can be made.
· Line marking on highway at junction of Hollins Lane / A6, following request from Cllr Dodgson at last meeting, this item was reported on 30.7.26 (job 5767930) and is still outstanding, Clerk to chase up with LCC.
· Cllr Redmayne has cut some of the hedge back at Pavilion Gardens Hedgerow on A6, this has been reported to Persimmon Homes who confirmed they were unable to assist until after nesting season had finished, however there are serious concerns for safety in this area particularly now schools are back.
	

Cllr Dodgson


Clerk



Note

	
	

	2182.  Cllr Huddart updates
· Mowing schedules between France Forestry and Wyre Council is being reviewed and an update will be given at next month’s meeting.  Clerk to confirm with France Forestry the areas currently mown and strimmed.
· Canal bridge damage at Potters Brook – clerk to request an update from the Canal & River Trust.
· Absence of notices on footpath from A6 to Wallace Lane – Clerk to chase.
	

Clerk


Clerk

Clerk

	
	

	2183. Clerks updates
The Clerk confirmed that over the summer the Parish Council laptop was unable to hold its charge and the cooling fan was running excessively.  On seeking help from an IT Engineer was advised that the processor was overheating and due to its age (purchased 2019) a replacement was recommended.  A new laptop was purchased via Baytech in Morecambe, and all software was reinstalled and the existing data held on the old laptop was transferred to the new machine at a cost of £800 plus vat.

The Clerk was asked to contact the Green Co-op and Blue Co-op to establish whether there may be any interest in operating a shop from premises on the proposed commercial land at the Pavilion Gardens site. This follows general feedback from local residents expressing a desire for a local shop within the community.
	



Note






Clerk

	
	

	2184.  Any Other Business
The Chair thanked Cllr Farebrother for arranging to collect the Green Focus books from Garstang enabling copies to be available for residents in the Post Office.
	
Note

	
	

	2185. Date & Time of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting is Monday 5th October at 7pm.  Items for the agenda and reports, to reach the Clerk before 25th September 2026.
	
Note

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.45pm
	Note



Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
